
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CAMDEN COUNTY 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

 
February 19, 2025 

7:00 PM 
Regular Meeting 

 
 
 

Camden County Public Library Building – Board Room 
118 NC Hwy 343 N, Camden County, NC 



Agenda 

Camden County Board of Adjustment  
February 19, 2025; 7:00 PM 

Camden Public Library - Boardroom 
118 Hwy 343 North  

  

ITEM I. Call to Order & Welcome 

ITEM II. Consideration of Agenda 

ITEM III. Consideration of Minutes 

 A. Minutes from October 16th, 2024 

ITEM IV. Old Business 

ITEM V. New Business 

 A. Variance Request for 102 Summer Way 

ITEM VI. Information from Board and Staff 

ITEM VII. Consider Date of Next Meeting 

ITEM VIII. Adjourn 
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                                              Camden County Board of Adjustment 
                                                               Special Meeting 
                                                         October 16th, 2024; 6:35 PM 
                                             Camden County Library Board Room 
                                                         Camden, North Carolina 
 
                                                                  MINUTES 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT/ABSENT 

Present: Absent: 
Chairman Steven Bradshaw  
 Vice Chairman Nathan Lilley 
George “Tom” White  
Briant Robey  
Wayne “Roger” Lambertson  
Ray Albertson (Alt)  
 Marshall “Lee” Powell (Alt) 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

Name: Title: 
Amber Curling Director of Planning 
Lauren Lee Planning Officer 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 

Name Title: Purpose / Representing Meeting Section 
    

 
ITEM 1.  CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 
Calling to order the meeting for Board of Adjustment by Chairman Steven Bradshaw at 6:35 PM.  
My name is Steven Bradshaw and I am the Chairman of the Camden County Board of 
Adjustment. For those of you who have not been here before, the board of adjustment hears 
request for variances and appeals under the Camden County Code. We are a Quasi-Judicial body 
which means we must make our decisions in accordance with that ordinance. We must base our 
decision only upon sworn testimony and evidence received at these hearings. When we are 
deciding these cases, our discretion is limited to the code which was enacted by the Board of 
Commissioners. We can interpret it and apply it but we cannot change it. The first order of 
business for today is approve the minutes from last meeting.  
 
ITEM II. CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA  
Chairman Bradshaw asked does anybody have any comments on the Agenda?  
 
Chairman Steven Bradshaw made a motion to approve the agenda. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [5 – 0] 
MOVER: Chairman Steven Bradshaw 
SECONDER: George “Tom” White 
AYES: Steven Bradshaw, Wayne “Roger” Lambertson, Briant Robey, Ray 

Albertson, George “Tom” White  
NAYES:   
ABSENT:          Marshall “Lee” Powell, Vice Chairman Nathan Lilley 

 
 
ITEM III. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
Chairman Steven Bradshaw called for the consideration of the minutes from August 21st, 2024 
meeting. 
Does anybody have any comments for the minutes from the last meeting? Hearing no comments 
on minutes do I hear a motion? Chairman Bradshaw minutes are approved. 
 
Chairman Steven Bradshaw made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 

RESULT: APPROVED [5 – 0] 
MOVER: Steven Bradshaw 
SECONDER: George “Tom” White 
AYES:              Steven Bradshaw, Ray Albertson, Wayne “Roger” Lambertson, Briant 

Robey, George “Tom” White 
NAYES:   
ABSENT: Marshall “Lee” Powell, Vice Chairman Nathan Lilley 

 
 
ITEM IV. COMMENTS from the PUBLIC 

 None 
 
ITEM V. OLD BUSINESS 

 None 
 
ITEM VI. NEW BUSINESS 

 None 
 
ITEM VII. INFORMATION FROM BOARD AND STAFF 

 None 
 

ITEM VIII. CONSIDER DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Next meeting will be determined pending Agenda 
 
ITEM VIIII. ADJOURN 
 
Chairman Steven Bradshaw made a Motion to adjourn. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [5 – 0] 
MOVER: Briant Robey  
SECONDER: George “Tom” White 
AYES: Steven Bradshaw, Ray Albertson, Wayne “Roger” Lambertson, Briant 

Robey, George “Tom” White 
 
NAYES: 
ABSENT:         Marshall “Lee” Powell, Vice Chairman Nathan Lilley 

 
There being no further matters for discussion Chairman Steven Bradshaw adjourned the meeting 
at 6:45 PM. 
 

ATTEST: 
 
  
            
Steven Bradshaw, Chairman   Lauren Lee 
Camden County Board of Adjustment Planning Officer 
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STAFF REPORT 
Finding of the Facts 

 
UDO# 2025-01-156 

Variance Application Request for  
102 Summer Way, Camden NC 27921 

 
PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
File Reference: 2025-01-156 
Project Name:           102 Summer Way 
PIN:    01.8907.00.90.2992.0000 
 
Applicant:  Levi Drake, Homeowner 
Address:  102 Summer Way, Camden NC 27921 
Phone:  757-389-1673 
Email:  levikdrake@gmail.com 
 
Agent for Applicant: Same as Homeowner 
Address: N/A 
Phone:  N/A 
Email:  N/A 
 
Current Owner of Record:  Drake, Levi K & 

Megan E 
Address:  102 Summer Way Camden NC 27921 
 
Meeting Dates: 
1/04/2025 Neighborhood Meeting 
2/19/2025 Board of Adjustment Meeting   

 Application Received: 12/30/2024 
 By:  Planning Department 
 
Application Fee paid:  $500.00 
 
Completeness of Application:  Application is 
complete 
 
Documents received upon filing of application 
or otherwise included:  
A. Variance Application 
B. Tax Card 
C. Neighborhood Meeting Summary 
D. Notice to Applicant and Adjacent Owners 
E. Article 151.4.5.3.F General Standards for 

Accessory Structures -> Where Located on 
the Lot 

F. Variance Procedures Article 151.2.3.26 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
REQUEST:  The applicant is requesting a variance to General Standards for Accessory 
Structures, particularly where the structure can be located on the lot and to reduce the front 
setback. 
 
Specific Request: The applicant is requesting for an accessory structure to be between the 
principal structure and a street bounding the lot,  and for the front setback to be decreased to 28 ft 
from the lot line. 
 
Project Location/Description: 102 Summer Way, Camden NC 27921 
Location Description:  The approximately 0.94-acre property is located on Summer Way, east 
of NC Hwy 343 N.   

Page 5 of 26



` 

Vicinity Map 
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Surrounding Land Uses 
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Zoning Map 
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Flood Zone Map 
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Project Map 
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SITE DATA 
Size of Lot:   0.94 Acres 
Flood Zone:   X 
Zoning District(s):  Rural Residential  
Existing Land Uses:  Residential Lot 
Adjacent Property Uses: Residential Lots, Woodlands, Farmland 
Water:   Water lines adjacent to property along 343 & Summer Way 
Sewer:    N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  FINDINGS: When unnecessary hardship would result from carrying out the strict letter of 
the zoning Ordinance, the Board of Adjustment shall vary any of the provisions of this 
chapter upon a showing of all of the following:  

 
Required Findings: 
1. The alleged hardship is suffered as a result of the application of the ordinance (Variances 

cannot be granted if the hardship is the result of restrictions other than those of the 
ordinance, restrictive covenants are an example): 

 

Applicant Response: “Because of the way the property was developed prior to the 
current owner, and due to the shallowness, shape, and topography of the lot.” 

Staff Response: The application of Article 151.4.5.3.F.1 is causing the hardship. 
 

2. The hardship relates to the applicant’s land, such as location, size, or topography, rather 
than personal circumstances. (Hardships suffered by the applicant should be the result of 
factors directly related to the applicant’s land and not ordinance requirements) 

 

Applicant Response: “The Situation at hand was not created by any action of the current 
owner but is due to the principle structure’s location, the shape, and topography of the 
lot.” 

Staff Response:  The current owner was deeded the property in 2021. The house was 
built in 2005. The characteristics of the lot were present before Mr. Drake was deeded the 
lot.  

3. The hardship is unique, or nearly so, rather than one shared by many surrounding 
properties (A hardship suffered by the applicant in common with surrounding neighbors 
does not justify a variance. The proper remedy is an amendment to the ordinance in such 
cases.)  

Applicant Response: “It is a corner lot and the principle structure was built in a location 
not centered or squared off to lot line but is in a corner of the lot built at an odd angle 
non-parallel to the lot lines” 

Staff Response:  The lot possesses numerous additional features that make its particular 
situation unique in comparison to the surrounding lots. Location of the septic tank and 
leech field, a cemetery on site, the shape of the lot, the angle and placement of the front 
of the house, the property abutting two roadways, and the lot topography all together 
make this hardship unique. 
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4. The hardship is not the result of the applicant’s own actions. (Where a property owner 
has either knowingly or unknowingly violated the ordinance by erecting a forbidden 
structure, he/she cannot claim expenses as a hardship, otherwise no one would ever 
comply with the ordinance. Similarly, when a person buys property and certain 
restrictions exist, he/she cannot be said to suffer hardship if those restrictions are 
enforced; such hardship would be self-imposed). 

Applicant Response:  The situation was not created by any action of the current owner. 

Staff Response: The hardship is a result of the topography of the lot, the location of 
preexisting lot characteristics, and the application of the ordinance.  

5. The variance will not authorize the initiation of a nonconforming use of land. Must show 
that the variance requested represents the least possible deviation from the letter of the 
ordinance, and that it will allow reasonable use of the property without creating a 
nonconforming use of same property. 

Applicant Response: Ordinary accessory buildings and this use of the property are 
allowed in this area on a lot this size with the current zoning. 

Staff Response: Accessory structures, such as sheds and metal buildings, are permitted 
accessory uses for Rural Residential lots and will not create a nonconforming use of the 
land. 

 
Summary  
 
The characteristics of the lot and the application of Article 151.4.5.3.F.1 create a situation of 
hardship for the applicant. 
 
It is the determination of the Planning Department Staff that granting a Variance would be within 
the spirit and intent of the Camden County Unified Development Ordinance. 
 
Planning Department Staff recommendation is to allow the accessory structure between the 
principal structure and the street bounding the lot, and reduce the front setback along Summer 
Way to 28 ft. 
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2025-01-156

12-30-2024

500.00

HDM
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From: Levi Drake
To: Hunter Munro
Subject: On second thought
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 3:57:28 PM

Hunter,
35 feet from street edge for shed.
That will give 28 ft setback. On the original Plat it had 25 foot setback.
V/r,
Levi

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:levikdrake@gmail.com
mailto:hmunro@camdencountync.gov
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